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WELCOME

Do you want to choose the Sixth Form with arguably the
best progress measures in Sandwell? Then choose Phoenix
Collegiate.

Choosing the right Sixth Form that offers you a wide range

of courses, combined with high quality teaching and good
student support is a daunting task... or is it? If you are hard-
working, ambitious and determined to achieve your best, then
Phoenix Sixth Form is for you. The range of courses we offer
is already one of the most comprehensive in Sandwell and we
constantly review the offer to enhance it further.

Your decision about where to study Post-16 is not a decision
to be taken lightly. That is why it's important to reflect upon
the range of courses on offer, the success rate of students and
the support and guidance offered by the schools/colleges you
are considering. Take time out to chat with our current Sixth
Form students. They will tell you that the examination results
at Phoenix are improving year on year, and our dedicated
Post-16 pastoral support is second to none.

Life in the Sixth Form is very different from anything you will
have experienced to date. By choosing to study here those
very important and essential relationships between you, other
students and your teachers will already be established. So too
will be the support networks that will provide you with a firm
foundation upon which to build. Studying for A’ levels is hard
work, and you have my personal guarantee that we will be
with you every step of the way, to ensure you are successful.

Don't forget that Sixth Form students have their own specialist
facilities and are eligible to apply for a very generous bursary
which helps to meet the costs of Post-16 study. Speak to

the Head of Sixth Form for more details. In all, we provide a
package of facilities that will ensure that you can achieve truly
outstanding results.

The simple messages are these:-

e Choice - we have one of the widest ranges of Sixth Form
courses in the area.

e Teaching - we have an incredible team of specialised staff.

e Support - we provide extremely high levels of student
support as required. If you studied here through Key Stage 4
we will know your ability, strengths and weaknesses and so
no time is lost at the beginning of Year 12.

e Achievement - our results are without doubt amongst the
highest in Sandwell. We are amongst the best progress rates
for Year 13 students in the local authority, which means if you
value a high quality education that will guarantee you the
opportunity to move into work or higher education Phoenix
is the choice you need to make. If you are ambitious,
determined and value a vibrant and supportive environment,
then Phoenix Collegiate Sixth Form is for you. If you have
any doubts about choosing Phoenix Sixth Form, why don't
you come and chat to me either individually or with friends? |
look forward to meeting you during our open evening.

Mike Smith
Head teacher
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Phoenix has a team of dedicated staff based in the Sixth Form
centre to ensure all students receive the information, advice
and guidance they need to achieve their potential in

Sixth Form.

Mr Luke Stevens
Head of Sixth Form

Miss Crowley
Sixth Form Academic and Pastoral Mentor

It is essential that parents, teachers and students work in
partnership. Parents will receive three progress checks a year.
A Year 12 Settling-in event is held in October as well as a Year
12 Parents’ Consultation Evening after Mock exams later in

the year. Year 13 will receive a Parents’ Consultation Evening

in February after their Final Mock exams. Information, advice
and guidance meetings are organised in order to help parents
understand the UCAS admissions system and Student Finance.
Parents are encouraged to contact the Sixth Form Team if they
have any queries or concerns.

The application process begins with our Post-16 Open Evening
in November.

You will be able to find out about the courses we offer and
meet teachers and current students.

All applicants will be invited to an information, advice and
guidance meeting with the Sixth Form Academic Leader or the
Sixth Form Academic Mentor. If successful, you will receive a
conditional offer by letter.

All successful applicants will be invited to attend a Post-16
Induction event in July. This is a chance to find out more
about what life in Sixth Form will be like.

If you are interested in applying for admission to the

Sixth Form please complete an application form which

can be found in the Sixth Form area of the school website
aspirebelievesucceed.com. The application form will remain
live until December.

Mr Luke Stevens
Head of Sixth Form

Phoenix Collegiate

Clarkes Lane

West Bromwich

West Midlands

B71 2BX

Tel: 0121 588 8384

Email: info@phoenix.sandwell.sch.uk
www.aspirebelievesucceed.com
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Courses are structured into pathways. These pathways are
established to ensure that students can undertake popular
subject choices which fit together into clear career routes.
These pathways enable learners to ensure that they are
equipped with the necessary skills, knowledge and key
attributes required for a range of different specialist fields.

Some of these pathways incorporate only A level subjects,
others a blend of academic and vocational courses, whilst
some are specifically vocational options, ensuring an
opportunity to succeed in one specific careers sector.

A Level only Pathway

This route ensures that key academic subjects remain separate,
so that students can piece together a programme, that will
equip them with access to top university offers. Many of these
programmes require 5 GCSEs at Grade 5 or above, with some
subjects requiring Grade 6 in that specific GCSE subject. These
requirements ensure that students can make the necessary
step up to A Level study and that they are able to achieve

the necessary entry requirements for competitive university
courses.

Blended Pathway

This route still requires the above entry requirements for the
A Level element of their course, but may combine this with
more vocationally focussed qualifications and a mixture of
examination and coursework learning styles. The vocational
element of the course will often have a requirement of Grade
4 or 5 at GCSE. This approach is popular for those choosing
pathways such as Accounting and Finance, Business, Nursing,
and more practical subjects such as Engineering, Sport, and
Performing Arts.

Vocational only Pathway

This route allows students to study two to three vocational
choices as some subjects are offered as double weighted Level
3 courses, meaning that students can begin a more in-depth
specialised study. As stated, these courses offer assessment by
a mixture of examinations and coursework. Entry requirements
for courses reflect this different learning style and often
students will only require 4 GCSEs at grade 4 or 5, to secure a
place on their chosen pathway. Some courses do not require
Grade 4 Mathematics, enabling learners to re-sit their GCSE
Mathematics whilst studying on their programme.

Ofsted

WHAT DO ALL THE DIFFERENT
QUALIFICATIONS MEAN?

Level 3

These give you in-depth knowledge and skills in a particular
subject. They are suitable for those who want to go onto
higher education, university or higher levels of training or
employment.

GCE Advanced Levels (A Levels)

These are the traditional route for those wishing to go onto
university. You will study three Linear A Levels. Some students
may study four subjects if they are academically able.

BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate and Diploma

These are vocational Level 3 courses and are taught over one
or two years. They are an alternative to A Levels if you are a
more practical learner or have taken a subject at BTEC Level 2
in Year 11. They help students progress to employment or to
higher education.

A BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate is the equivalent of 1 A
Level subject. A BTEC Level 3 Diploma is the equivalent of 2 A
Level subjects. These subjects are graded differently as instead
of A*-E they are graded as Distinction* (Equivalent to A¥),
Distinction (Equivalent to A) Merit (Equivalent to C at A level)
and Pass (Equivalent to E at A level).

T Levels or Technical Levels

Phoenix is proud to be in the planning stage for two new
programmes, in line with the Government re-structuring of
Post-16 Education. We have developed a T Level qualification
in Education and Childcare, as well as Health and Science.
These programmes will be an alternative 2-year course
equivalent to 3 A Levels and focus on the development of
sector skills, with a substantial element of work placement,
alongside academic study. These subjects are graded in the
same way as current A Levels and can lead to employment or
Higher Education.

GG Students feel well

supported in the sixth

form and receive plenty
of guidance about their
chosen pathways at the
end of Year 13.

o/
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It is really important that you choose the right courses for
you. You need to consider the career or university degree you
would like to follow; alternatively, choose subjects which will
keep as many doors as possible wide open. Your teachers, the
careers service Connexions and your parents will all be able to
help you. The staff at Phoenix will be very pleased to discuss
your subject choice with you either here or when you visit the
Nelglele]H

As we are always keen to improve the service we provide,
other AS' / A" Level subjects may be offered if application forms
indicate enough demand from students in Year 11 (by Easter

at the latest). If too few students opt for a particular subject

it may be uneconomic to include in the timetable and it may
have to be omitted; it is hoped that this situation will not arise.

Subjects listed will be set against each other in an Option
Scheme. The Option Scheme will be published as soon after
Easter as is possible.

'
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In April 2017, as part of the Government's flagship Priority
Schools Building Project, our new school buildings were
opened; the Sixth Form now has its own brand new dedicated
Centre and Study Room in the totally refurbished B Block.

This is able to comfortably accommodate all students. In the
Common Room there are lockers for all students and a kitchen
with a microwave and kettle.

When students enter the Sixth Form they will find life very
different from what they have experienced so far. They will
begin to specialise in their chosen subjects and they will

have to adapt themselves to a changed set of circumstances.
Relationships with staff will also undergo some change and
students will be encouraged and enabled to take responsibility
for their own learning.

Students who enter the Sixth Form should be a credit to
themselves, their parents, the Sixth Form and the school.
Although the Sixth Form is in many ways self-contained, it
remains a part of the school as a whole.

Students are now young adults, but they are still bound by
universal school rules. Sixth Formers are an important part

of our school. They should display a clear work ethic and be
good role models. Students who work hard and contribute to
the life of the school will make excellent progress in our Sixth
Form.

Students will be expected to attend every day and remain in
school throughout the day unless they are on ‘off site study’.

Students are allowed to conduct research off-site, for

visits related to their courses, by prior arrangement and at
times deemed suitable. Students will be expected to work
conscientiously and independently and to make up for missed
work resulting from trips or visits.

THERI
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GE The sixth form

IS a strength of the
school. Students do

better than those with
similar starting points

nationally. ' é
Ofsted y Dg ‘
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STUDENT STUDY FACILITIES

Independent study becomes even more important once you
are in the Sixth Form and, no matter what your course, the
study facilities available are first class! We have our own Sixth
Form Learning Centre and ICT facility which all students have
access to.

In addition, students can use the Phoenix Learning Resource
Centre which supports students with their study. Itis a
source of materials for coursework including texts, journals,
newspapers and the Internet. It has a scanner, photocopiers
and laser and colour printing. The Centre also has a good
range of newspapers and an excellent collection of fiction for
older students.

You can receive training in the use of the Internet and the
UCAS Database of all Further and Higher Education courses

in the United Kingdom to help you plan your academic future.
For those students who are interested, the Librarian leads
introductory visits to both Birmingham Central Library and the
Library at the Universities of Birmingham and Wolverhampton.

The friendly Sixth Form team are always happy to give help to
any students needing it in any aspect of their work.

PRIVATE/INDEPENDENT STUDY

In the Sixth Form it is important to develop the confidence and
ability to work on your own so all students have timetabled
private study periods. Students do their private study in school
in the extensive Sixth Form area, departmental areas or
Learning Resource Centre. Students also need to spend about
fifteen hours a week in private study at home.

ACADEMIC MENTORING

All students discuss their progress on a regular basis with
their tutor who will review their progress and offer help and
guidance as to how to make improvements.

Students receive help and support from our Key Stage 5
Academic and Pastoral Mentor who provides structured
mentoring sessions for all Sixth Form students as well as giving
advice, support and strategies to support with achieving their
full potential.

At Phoenix Collegiate we make a commitment to raising
standards of achievement for all our students regardless

of ability, gender or ethnic background. This commitment
involves benchmarking each student using the Advanced
Level Performance System (ALPS). This is a system which gives
predictors for student performance. With this, and other data
held in school, regular reviews of performance are carried out.
All students have set targets and the performance review is an
essential part of the process of self improvement.

TUTORIAL SYSTEM

The Sixth Form has its own administration, tutor system and
tutor programme.

Each student is allocated to a personal tutor; any necessary
arrangements or problems of an academic, social or personal
nature that arise are dealt with by the tutors. The Sixth Form
team of staff are experienced in guiding and caring for
students at this level.

There is ample opportunity to experience responsibility by
taking part in and helping to organise a range of activities. It
is important that students involve themselves in the life of the
wider school community as the most senior students and as
role models for younger pupils.

The tutorial system is structured with a different focus on each
day. Here at Phoenix we use the VESPA model encouraging
students to think about their Vision, Effort, Systems, Practice
and Attitude. This is through a range of successful strategies
to ensure success. We also use the platform Unifrog, a portal
where students can keep track of their career aspirations in
one place. Tutors also support students in developing study
skills along with personal development opportunities. The
overall ethos of the programme is to develop better equipped
students, who are better prepared for adult life.

All students can get involved in social and sporting activities if
they wish.
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There is a dress code in place for all Sixth Form students. This
should be adhered to at all times and should be worn with
pride.

It easily identifies you as a member of the Sixth Form and is
clearly distinctive within the School. Students will be part of
the corporate image of the School.

Dress Code is smart business dress consisting of shirt/blouse,
trousers/skirt and jacket. Ties are optional. Shoes should
always be worn. Smart black shoes must be worn by all - no
trainers.

Students must also have their student ID badge on show at
all times whilst on school site.

All Year 12 students are expected to complete a one-week
work placement in the summer term. Many students will also
take part in regular work experience placements or voluntary
experience throughout Year 12 and Year 13 to enable them to
develop the skills and experience required for many careers
such as primary teaching or careers in the caring or medical
sectors.

It is essential that parents, students and teachers work in
partnership. Parents will receive three progress check reports a
year; students will use these to set targets with their tutors and
teachers in order to raise performance. A Parents’ Consultation
Evening is also held each year, in February for Year 13 and

after mock exams for Year 12. Parents are also provided with a
parent handbook at the beginning of each year which lays out
the school requirements and further essential information.

The Student Support department is proud that so many SEND
students choose Phoenix Collegiate for their Post-16 studies.
SEND students have access to support and ICT facilities during
all their free study periods, in the Student Support unit.

Students are encouraged to take ownership of their own
support requirements and specific needs, helping boost
their confidence and independence. We encourage all SEND
students to meet with Pupil Support early on in their studies,
so that they can learn best how to access the Post-16 SEND
support to meet their individual needs.
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Phoenix Collegiate is committed to helping students gain
access to education whatever their financial circumstances.

The 16-19 Bursary is a sum of money from the Education
Funding Agency which is paid to the Phoenix Sixth Form to
distribute to students who will struggle with the costs of full
time education.

It is made up of a bursary which has to be paid to the most
vulnerable young people and a discretionary fund for the
school to distribute in accordance with set criteria to students
who face genuine financial barriers. The criteria is reviewed
each year.

A copy of the current criteria is available on request or from
the school website.

Essential books/stationery are provided free of charge, each
student being responsible for the care, proper use and return
of items on loan. Students are encouraged to use their 16-
19 Bursary to purchase their own copies of further reading
materials to stretch and challenge them.







THE SIXTH FORM
LEADERSHIP GROUP

The senior students of the school and their deputies are
elected by the Sixth Form and lead the Sixth Form Leadership
Group. It consists of elected representatives of both Year 12
and Year 13.

A Head Boy and Girl and their deputies are chosen by students
and staff to be the key leaders of the Sixth Form and the
Leadership Group and to liaise with senior staff on behalf of
the Sixth Form. The Leadership Group is in charge of the Sixth
Form Block and provides the lead for the social events and
other activities.

These members organise social events, theatre trips, discos,
films and visits as well as a range of other activities.

STUDENT AMBASSADORS

Sixth Form students can become student ambassadors and
represent the Sixth Form by carrying out key responsibilities
around the school. This involves students ‘signing up’ to
provide a service for an area of the school and, in doing so,
gain for themselves a broader range of skills and voluntary
hours for accreditation. Currently student ambassadors are
working in Primary Liaison, Administration, ICT and Sport areas
of the school.

CHARITY WORK

Several major charity events are undertaken each year by our
Sixth Form. In the last five years a considerable amount of
money has been collected and raised by sponsored events for
charities such as the Teenage Cancer Trust, the Pearl of Africa,
Marie Curie Cancer Care, The Royal British Legion, Barnardo's,
Cancer Relief, Oxfam, NSPCC, Birmingham Mail Christmas
Fund, Sports Aid, Red Nose Day, Children in Need, LEPRA,
Jeans for Genes, etc.

SPORT &
LEADERSHIP AWARDS

There is ample opportunity for participation in Sport.

Sixth Form students are prominent in school teams and clubs,
e.g. Badminton, Table Tennis, Basketball, Football, Netball, and
Volleyball etc.

You can also take the CSLA (Community Sports Leaders Award)
followed by HSLA (Higher Sports Leadership Award). The aim
of these awards is to produce responsible, motivated and
confident people who can lead safe, purposeful and enjoyable
sporting and recreational activities.

Students need to complete a 10 hour voluntary leadership
experience and complete a First Aid Certificate along with a
Level 1 Coaching Award.
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Why do your DofE?

Good question! Because, from the first day to the last, it's a
real adventure. Every section gives you something different -
that's the fun of it!

You'll enjoy many new experiences, discover talents you never
thought you had, challenge yourself and meet lots of people
just like you. Plus you'll do things you love and get a kick out
of.

Achieving an Award will give you skills, confidence and a view
on life that everyone is looking for, from employers to colleges
and universities.

You're getting recognised for doing things you want to do (and
may even be doing already).

You'll make a difference to other people’s lives and your
community, be fitter and healthier, make new friends and have
memories to last you a lifetime.

You achieve an Award by completing a personal programme of
activities in four sections:

Volunteering: undertaking service to individuals or the
community

Physical: improving in an area of sport, dance or fitness
activities
Skills: developing practical and social skills and personal

interests

Expedition: planning, training for and completion of an
adventurous journey in the UK or abroad

At Gold level, you must do an additional Residential section,
which involves working and staying away from home doing a
shared activity

THE DUKE
OF EDINBURGH’S
AWARD
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THE SOCIAL SIDE OF
SIXTH FORM LIFE

The Sixth Form has a large Common Room and Private Study
Area. These are solely for Sixth Form use in the day. They can
be accessed freely before school, at break and lunchtimes.
There is an opportunity to sit and chat and socialise and have a
drink. Refreshments can be purchased from the school dining
hall throughout the day by Sixth Form students.

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP

Phoenix works with a range of University Partners to help
secure the success of high achieving GCSE students in our
care. Opportunities are available to undertake university
preparation courses aimed at ensuring future success

and an easy transition to Higher Education. We currently
partner with University of Birmingham, Aston University,
Realising Opportunities, The Sutton Trust, The Social Mobility
Foundation and Oxbridge amongst others. Schemes include
university visits and residentials, support with Work Experience
and competitive applications to Russell Group Universities.
Due to the partnerships we have developed, these schemes
also support our Sixth Form students with reduced offers to
universities, as well as possible access to bursary schemes.

.-
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A SECURE
FUTURE

DESTINATIONS OF SIXTH FORM LEAVERS

Employment

We have an excellent track record in securing
employment for our students. These are
some areas where students are now at work:
Administration, Accountancy, Advertising,
Architecture, Army, Banking, Business
Management, Chemical Industry, Computing,
Civil Service, Engineering, Food Industry,
Health Service, Insurance, Laboratory work,
Librarianship, Local Government, Medicine,
Nursing, Physiotherapy, Radiography, RAF,
Retail Management, Royal Navy, Surveying, and
Teaching.

Apprenticeships

Students receive support from their tutor, the Key
Stage 5 Mentor, the Connexions Careers Advisor
and the school's business partners in securing
apprenticeships. Recent students have secured

a variety of apprenticeships with DPD Geopost,
including a prestigious Legal Apprenticeship;
others have been successful in securing

apprenticeships in accountancy, ICT, media and
business administration.

Further and Higher Education
We support our students in ensuring they get into
the Colleges and Universities that they choose.

Many of our students go on to Russell Group
and Redbrick universities. They have taken a
wide choice of courses. Popular courses include
pharmacy, biomedical courses, maths, ICT,
nursing, teaching, business studies, psychology,
media, drama, history and many more.

We work closely with our local universities
including the University of Birmingham (UoB),
Aston, Wolverhampton, Staffordshire but give
opportunities for many others including Oxford
and Cambridge.

We are part of the A2B scheme which supports
students in accessing UoB with reduced grade
requirements.
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